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The Use of the Student's Native Language in the Classroom,
in Theory and Practice

Andrew Chapman ™!, Andrew Meyerhoff™*

Abstract
For years the use of the student's native language (L1) in the classroom was believed to inhibit the
acquisition of the target language (TL), and the best teachers were native speakers who could not,
or would not use the L1. However, recently more and more teachers and researchers are
questioning this policy. In this paper I wish to briefly discuss some the reasons for the policy, and
give my impressions based on my experiences of teaching students of all ages and levels. It is my
hope that teachers will be able to use the L1 (wisely) without guilt, and without feeling that they

are inadequate or unskilled.

[Keywords] target language (TL), mother tongue (L1), prior knowledge, age specific, learning

atmosphere, checking, mimicking, flexibility, comprehension

We are familiar with the biblical saying, Thou shalt not kill: A commandment on the surface, at
least, appearing above reproach. However on a more practical level, we realize that this most
unassailable principle is perhaps less than perfect. For example, how do we apply this law in cases
of self-defense, mercy killings, or even punishment to protect society? This great rule now

becomes thou shalt not kill unless .... The fundamental rule is too simple to apply universally.

Similarly, the ESL world’s prime directive, thou shalt not use the LI in the classroom is often
applied with little thought to the practical situations teachers find themselves in, often producing

less than optimal results. This tenet, likewise, is too simple to apply to every situation.

Auerbach (1993) takes a look at this rule, where it came from, and why it so dominates the ESL
landscape. She suggests that the origin, and power of the rule relate more to politics than sound
teaching theory, and that it is time to reconsider our view on the use of the L1 in the classroom.
She goes on to indicate that more and more studies are showing that the use of the L1 can indeed

aid in learning the TL
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Along with Auerback, Cook (2001) provides a summary from the literature on the theoretical
reasons why the L1 should not be used in the classroom. Basically the arguments are based on the
idea that acquiring a language is a natural process, and only the TL is necessary, after all, children
learning their native language do not need any other input than the L1. He also points out the
argument of interference between the L1 and the TL , and as such they should be
compartmentalized to minimize this interference. Furthermore the ultimate aim of language study
is to communicate in the TL and thus we must use the TL to allow the students the opportunity to
experience it in the most natural way possible. Cooke goes on to argue that while the use of the TL
is crucial, it does not necessarily preclude the use of the L1 to enhance the learning experience.
Indeed, no matter how hard we try to use the TL exclusively, the L1 tends to creep back in to some

extent.

Another study by Levine (2003) took a look at teacher and student attitudes to the use of the L1
and the TL in the classroom. He indicates how, when, and why the L1 is used and how much the
TL is used. In short the use of the TL varied depending on who was interacting with who,
instructors tended to use mostly the TL when interacting with students, while student-student
interaction showed a marked increase in the L1. He also showed that while giving instructions the
TL was almost exclusively used yet the L1 was often used when explaining grammar and tests. He
also notes that teachers tend to assume there is a degree of anxiety associated with the use of the
TL, yet students did not feel this way, with anxiety being reduced the greater the use of the TL. He

does however conclude that there appears to be a role for the use of L1 in the classroom.

Schweers (1999) indicates several reasons for the use of the L1, these included using the L1 to
explain difficult concepts, and for checking comprehension. He also examines attitudes to the use
of the L1, where he found that most students prefer some use of the L1, but not too much, while
instructors all felt that some use of the L1 was beneficial. I would like to add my experience to the

growing list of teachers who are now reconsidering the ban on the L1 in the classroom.

Upon arriving in Japan many years ago I, like many other teachers, was unable to speak Japanese,
so the use of L1 in the classroom was a moot point. The teachers were supposed to provide an
authentic example of how to use and communicate in the target language, and we were not
supposed to use the L1, if we did we would be chastised by our superiors, or even, in some cases,

by our students. The English classroom was supposed to be English only.

Since that time, many years have passed. I now have gained a great deal of teaching experience, as



well as a greater ability to communicate in Japanese. This has led me to consider more and more
the use of the L1 in the classroom, it's benefits and drawbacks, by either the teachers or the

students.

Each class I teach is unique, they are different in the number of students in each class, from private
classes to classes of more than 30. They vary in age, from Kindergarten children to elementary
school students to college students to senior citizens. They differ in levels, from absolute beginners
to advanced level students. They also vary in content, from standard conversion classes to writing
classes and grammar classes. And they vary in the time at which they are taught, some in the
mornings or afternoons, and others in the evenings. The simple rule-thou shalt not us the L1- does

not apply to all cases.

One case where I believe that a little of the L1 goes a long way is in teaching children, particularly
elementary school kids. In this situation we are typically teaching students who have almost no
knowledge of the TL. We are responsible for teaching all aspects of the language, grammar,
vocabulary, listening, and speaking. By utilizing the child's full knowledge, which of course

includes his or her understanding of the L1, we can improve the learning process.

When I first started teaching children I adhered to the principle of avoiding the L1 in class. The
classes seemed to go well; there were no problems in communicating the task in English only; and
the students could perform the task without trouble. However after sometime I decided to ask them
the meaning of some words in Japanese. I was shocked when they couldn't answer. It seems as
though the students simply remembered the word collocations without understanding the words
themselves. As such they act as the Pavlovian dog, responding only the stimulus, with little
thought, thereby failing to make the connections necessary for learning.  After this I started to use
a little more Japanese to explain the meanings of some words, and I found that the students
progressed much more rapidly. While we could perhaps change our teaching techniques to help the
students make these connections in English only, it would seem that ignoring the students’
previous knowledge in L1 is inefficient and unnecessary. However there is one caveat. I found that
students who wrote katakana above the English words to help them read the words, tended to learn
to read more slowly than did the students who did not use katakana. Hence I discourage this

practice, and focus on teaching reading to young children through phonics.

While elementary school students seem to benefit from the use of the L1, younger children

especially two or three years old, do not, I believe, need the use of the L1 . At this age the L1 is not



so well developed in the children, and they tend to respond to English instruction in the same
manner as they do to the L1 instruction. They mimic what you say and they make an effort to
complete the task that you asked. Even if they err on their first attempt, they will try and try again
until they produce the correct result (older children on the other hand, tend to say “I don't

understand” or simply look confused). This is the kind of learning that TL advocates envisioned.

Another area in which I found allowing the use of the L1 useful was when teaching older adult
students. In adult classes, grammar is less of an issue since they have all studied at some point in
the past, and the main purpose of the class is to make them speak. In this case, it would be natural
to try to make an English only environment. However I have found that by allowing them to ask
questions in the L1, encourages the student to become more involved and comfortable in the
classroom. But as a teacher I will answer the questions in the TL, and if my answer is unclear,
allow other students to help out in the L1. This creates a very positive learning atmosphere. If 1
were to outright ban English in the classroom, I feel the dynamics would be completely changed. I
will also occasionally use the L1 on a one to one basis with some students, while avoiding
addressing the entire class in the L1. This generally creates a good rapport with the student. Let
me add, however that I do believe we ought to try to use the TL as much as possible, I have
definitely noticed the student's feeling of accomplishment as they realize how much more of my

talk they can understand than when they first began studying.

In as much as I have found that the use of L1 to be beneficial, there have been times where I have
wished that I couldn't understand the L1. There are cases where the student, knowing that I am able
to understand the L1, will use it to ask questions and carry on conversations, even though they are
capable of doing it in the TL, thereby reducing their use of the TL and their fluency. This however,
I believe is a function of the student's motivation and purpose of study, and does not represent the

majority of students.

Some students feel that English classes should be taught only in the TL, while others are more
comfortable and believe that they learn better when the L1 is used to some extent. When teaching
in the private sector, the use if the L1 is really a non-issue. The students themselves will choose
which type of class they prefer. However in the public sector, at universities or public schools,
where the students have little choice, then it is likely that a single simple rule such as Thou shalt
not use the L1 will not be effective for everyone. One of the great challenges for teachers is to
teach to a large class of students, where each member is unique, each with different abilities, and

each with different styles of learning. One single teaching method cannot suit every member of the



class. My experience has been, while primarily using the TL in class, that the use of the L1 is
useful and can lead to both a better classroom atmosphere and better results in the acquisition of
the TL. The strict adherence to a single rule is counterproductive, and all teachers must find the

appropriate level of the L1 use for their classes, based on their individual situations.
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Reviewing the Results of the Special TOEFL Project
in 2012 at Saga University

Hironori HAYASE

Abstract

This paper reviews and analyzes the results of the six-month Special TOEFL Project at Saga
University, which is specially designed with the clear purpose of promoting selected 18 students to
go abroad as 10-month exchange students at our sister colleges in English speaking countries. The
project has made remarkable results: About 60% of the students has increased their TOEFL-ITP
scores between 67 and 5 points, and consequently 5 of them has got passports to study abroad as
tuition-exempted exchange students in 2013.

Recently, the English ability of students has been declining in spite of the fact that the level of
TOEFL remains the same as before. That is why the university is expected to mend the gap
between the students’English level and the TOEFL score requirement. This project proves to
meet the students’ needs, and the author suggests that this kind of supporting system be established

to keep sending many students abroad in a sustainable way.
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3.1 Strategies for TOEFL-ITP

AWOFEZEOFLT, LTFO2 RICKDZ LI Lz, ORI CHEREFENE2 Y
WD S5 ITIIWELIC I CTH 5 O T, TOEFLOMFER 2 sl ZBO X~ Z
FO—ICEHAEBS LI L, R (2008) RRHE (2012) & . TOEFLOE A% FiF 51z
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Time Control

Time(minutes) | No. of Questions Full score Time per Question
Section 1
(Listening 35 50 68
Comprehension)
Section 2 375
(Structure and Written 25 40 68 nd
Expression) seconds
Section 3 11
(Reading 55 50 67 -
Comprehension) minutes
TOTAL 115 140 677

L ZPFENEH-TH, o< VEXTZY, ALY LTWTiX, TOEFLTO &R
RO\, WNZERE CREZ LI TE 30 OMEKE K57z,
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General Strategies for TOEFL Score UP  Strategies for Written Expression

+S1: Study every day +S1: 30 seconds per question

*S2: Time Control *S2: Do not translate into Japanese

+S3: Vocabulary Power Up +S3: Check out the Number/

*S4: Change your life into an English Mode Subject and the Verb/Single or Plural

+S5: Keep studying to overcome Plateau +S4: Distinguish Adjectives and Adverbs
in your favorite way +S5: Check if the same parts of speech are

lined up

Strategies for Structure Strategies for Reading Comprehension

+S1: 30 seconds per question *S1: 10 seconds per question

+S2: Do not translate into Japanese +S2: Read the first sentence carefully

+S3: Check out the Subject and the Verb *S3: Read the question first, then find its

+S4: Be careful about the Conjunction answer in the essay

*S5: Be careful about the Relative Pronoun *S4: Process of Elimination

3.2 EEN

— I b, TOEFLIL/R D EEFRRE D — DIZFEE AN ET b DA, ITERICZ ORR
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SN %*ﬁ?if“@%@aﬁ%ﬁ)ﬁ% ENTWBEZ ENRFRETH S, TOEFLEG04T L)L % BfG
T HITIE. HAKTH6000FEDFEHE NI RARTH L, AT vy =7 hOFARLLX
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ZIE, E< Ao TWDLHGEFAIBRLZD , BERFSCOFERITMELZY LT, BRIZE
STHFEREERTEDLEVWI AT v h3d 5,
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EMIEX D 2N TE 0T, BEEE CWOHALRESE, DI, 20—
Th b,



B 2K BT REME - A B
O |adopt BHT5 adoption(n)
I can't afford a new car.
O |afford REDB & D .
D LW 2B D REIER 0
O |concentrate |19 % (#4) concentrate on concentration(n)
the effect of smoking on your health effective(a),
O |effect RER. R
W DM R IZ 5 2 D2 effectively(ad)
O |include & Lunch is not included in the price. contain ($8)
O |invent T2 invention(n)
Email has enabled people living in different
O |enable AfRIC S ® A cf.able [TH5ZENRTED)
countries to communicate easily.
O |physically  [¥/ERRYIC, S {KHIIC physical(n), mentally (J)

[FFRIZ, TOEFLBH ORGER GME CTER LEM L, L Lz, AR THILE, 20
KMo T-MERBT A 2 EHIITATO, Fi R P B  ~OR I 5 TETH 75, K
ZHKOP T, BEILNERTERholz, BELE L TARIGEZRY 721,
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BRWL, A7Vl FOBME TN ERSELNDID] ROT, A4 T ADASE
D72tz NiX, EMOEFIZLTND,

v | o | Rop | Mome | roert | am
A 540 550 533 550 +10
B 553 540 550 580 +27
C 503 460 480 500
D *528 477 480 490
E 550 557 547 570 +20
F 530 530 533 537 +7
G 500 500 503 510 +10
H 483 480 483 490 +7
I *527 483 503 533 +6
J 497 440 457 480
K 487 463 493 470 +6
L 553 553 620 580 +67
M 496 463 477 483
N *537 530 530 537
(0] 490 523 540 540 +50
P 480 417 450 480
Q *482 460 460 487 +5
H 500 460 470 490

1) *O#F 1%, TOEICT A b @ %k % TOEFL-ITPIZ 25 U 7= ¥k,
H2) KFOHTIE, TOFEOREGRA, 2HEMAL,
W3) 1M ETOEFLIZ8 H25H ., BF2mAEIXI0H26H ., F3MEHEIE1 H26HICFEE L 7=,

CORMNWRLTWHD LT, 6EORENZAa T —NER Lz, K\ T6TET, &IET
HE5RTHD, Lrb, RIZHEFICHBERERGR TH H5005 80 EA114, £DN,
FRDELL DRFEVERT D508 LOREEZALEHRTZENTEE, ZOLLD %
Alx, EFEO L ZARPEPTOEFLIZMONIC WORHRTH S Z L 2EEITNIT, BHE
MR Z XD, COBEOZHEIT., ZNETHL—ATHAE-TET, HBATON
52 EIERoTNDDT, RRHEITHIZR > TWT, BEICHLY —HEhane, HLw
R HDHREEDLTHoT2, L L, SROEE TN LI, XBOFEELMHN

L HMIZTZERTEDDTHD, TOLIRFAED—AT, ZZET—ATIDID
L 2EMMPAIT o TEFAEN, ITOEFLOZ a7 —b, U500 TYR) LiEL
ZIITFEH- T,



BN o, BHRELD S TR mFAEREL W2, TOEFLO A 27 — 4%/ E T35,
FEONLEELENTIZ RO T, BWFEEVIERDH L, ZhERRT 512E, D8
L7cHENE, av A2 M EAT DL ICFEEFTESPHNELKBKR T 2LERHD | PR
Refl b 20 %, BIEFRFL O LD TR o ZEOPIZ, BFFFIZTORICO 2 27 —%
TOEFLIZHBE L THA LZENEENTVWER, Ak L72 L 212, TOEICA 27 —iEd 5
DULBLBLXDMERH D255 L, 1TV TOEFLOMERBRZR L, BIETHIE -
72O Ly,

4.2 BEHEDEBmMELRNILZYS

FROBWRT I, ATVl FORAELLIFAT =N ER LD LT, 8
U EREBORMEFEBOIMD Z LN TEY | WEEEE L 5 o THEOFEFEIHEIC
BINTED LV R AT T, FRR26F BI5GB O K P TR OIZHEE FEN T4 D
BENRRELTVDIN, TOHILELANART a7 bORENGRIINTZ, 54 DA
T —IEE33ANH620MDIE Th D, ZALE, FR2MEEIC A FIAT o 12 24 DFAEN
A 3T — 73490 587> 5 540 550 AR 244EEE DS 5 44 TH008 M HET3RTHDH I & &b L
K7zl bOPAELLPEHBFEOLZHHAFOREO L~ V2 LT LIIPAT
H5,

17 AOEEEAGEEIHETH, WEEORNMFH SN, Tuy=s hOFEESANS
FHAPE10FMAORFEENEZ S 6> THMLT,
FPEEMOBEWT oY 27 b TEH-EZDN, ZOXIICRICAZIEEZ LFHZ T
o, REIVFHRMICEE LT E R bR VWREICHEALDEB VTR0, Hke/k HAE
BRI, SRNRERFEERRT LN, ZoTa Y=g FBRRRE BB T
b5,

5. F&O KA FE

ARORHPCE->T, Z0LIRTaP =7 FRFEO=—=XIZWVICEHE L TV
DAEA STz, Las, HIFBEWE W 2 hY, HENEZ LoD DLV
SENTHB & T T, O P EHRAICHOZRAICHIR T E D XEER Z - TR 2 L
ELBTIER, ZOLVOZRAELELIZR-> T, T THIThozEBbinsd, 6%
DFAENTOEFL-ITPRA 27 —% , @b D TETHE, 2720 bDTH 5| bR EEEZ &,
ZLTCEDORER, 35D 1 ORAENBHOEBETCRBEFZONSRAR— 2 FIZLEZ LT
Zo7uTl FORHERRRELETZDHIES D,

LxL7ens, BLTNICRTIEY . A%ICHT TORES Rohrol,



1) FEEED EIE OB & R i) 72 SR IR
ASEDTaY ey FTIE, LRI T ADEAETH- 2D, XELZRO-HDO R
27T U= L LT, FAIRECThIUE., RENEDOLDOEZBILT 572012, bol
WBEOEHAEOCTLELHDIEAH, e, TOEFLOA 27 —IZR LT, HED
R ISR, S VO OB TR, RIEAEDOR U BRE L EZ LN
H0OT, L0 EMARRER ZMBETLILERS S, Lt HMOEESCHRKE
TELL RDBIORWVWEHNDORAZ — T 2008 NTh D,

2) 5528 ~OREH 72 & 207

AEIOT Y =7 bTHE, EMOFEICKT I TH TN EFNICE XS &
FORDT VI EEINDIFE~NDODIELEETH D, AEZOTr Y7 ML
BEEBRELERSEOFEN, ZOMEIZNT, LIALELSB1IELETHD, ZDOK
7 TRFTHE] 2RISR T 26 22, FfICIREFAEEZ NI E 51
WEETHY . KFOX I ICHEFERET DFENL ORI TIE, RFELELTEDX
DIRFEDER L KB EROMSLIZRBE TH D,

3) WMIHE 7 v 7 F A D FFE & AZHRE S v AR R R I D IR

AlEl, T DDA NTEGEE A~ DRI FOTFESI O L~V E LT LR E 7
S, BB FEBLW A2 T74 D55, 5408KTvYxs VETHY, 2 b44
ME508 L ARG L, O BN EFEEA~OBFORDOIZL AL ERDTLE 7, 500
RORHEZENTEDRZFITORZZHBEOPHLEL AT 0V x 7 M TH30,850% B
BLTWDICHLELLT, BERTE o Tz, BAMEEROHK S FRREST T
NI bR,

SHOARDWKREEZE 2D E, 7 — LR AMOBRIZRKFOEREERI vy a > Th
L, AEIOTa Y2l Mo THELNEHRELEE X, REETEICRE LT 2V
7 MZETE, FFIC, BOEEED O OEFE 2R EH 2R T 5 2 L b RED
BEXRELTEDLZEREENG,

SEXHE

BB (2008) [ A AGEFEEE G & 1L 2 E TOEFLO M s MRV D 7> B D B 88 L B3R 2B RO — 4 R
TBIVE fE fk R A B AC 2] No. 12, 157-166.

/NEFIE (2007) TAARANRFAEXIRE LIEAARGE - GEBE — VAT 4 TVEEN O ENERAE ~
DR =1 16~ I8 FE R A 7T 2 il A

ARKS R, =GR (2012) [JERERAGEE (TOEFL) 3E3577 3 /7l (SILL)IZfrfk U 7o R EERORIFZE) T 1L



AL F— Nl 7. 151-174.

FHE R (2003) [REBA PR O KRFERE S EOHF MR ) STEP BULLETIN Vol. 15 12-21.

B, RS (2008) T - TOEFLA SRHZIED A MIEICEF 2 AN 78 ) THGRE 7K
B ABAHEALEL] No. 10. 115-124.

HEHHF (2012) TZ7 2 P OBIRET 2HFELEDIEET) ) [BIEESLRERFEHEREGE ¥ —
fLBd] % 2 5, 27-34.

HRHIF (2008) [72ETOEFLO X 2 7 — [ U2 007 — 8 7l O ML BEME — | [ SCfb & 7K A B
Vol.16. 141-151.

SRR R TRARNOURSME AR PL) 2013, 02.
http://www.mext.go.jp/b_menu/houdou/25/02/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2013/02/08/1330698 01.pdf

FATEEA (2005) TR AT > 2 — SR BRIE Y R 2 R U 72 3l S B BT & % JEaE ) DR
o) THAT 2 F522EE] Vol. 1 No.1 52-58.

Tannenbaum, Richard & Caroline Wylie (2005). “Mapping English Language Proficiency Test Scores onto the
Common European Framework.” ETS Research Report No. RR-80. 46.



PR RF2FHERSLE  AIF15 (2013)

A Preliminary Study of Factors in Choosing Songs for the University
Classroom in Japan

Andrew Meyerhoff*!, Andrew Chapman™?

Abstract
A twenty question survey was administered to 40 students to ascertain students’ perceptions
towards songs in the classroom. Six songs were chosen for analysis: three songs with male
vocals; three with female. The songs were selected based on popularity on Wave-FM (a local
Tokyo radio station) over the past year. Of the six songs, two were modal pop songs (one male,
one female), two were tonal pop songs (one male, one female), and two were more rock-oriented
(one male, one female). Modal and tonal melodies were investigated, as Oura and Hatano (2004)
demonstrated Japanese students find contemporary tonal melodies easier to remember than
Japanese modal melodies. These researchers suggest this phenomenon could be due to exposure,
or lack thereof. The researchers, in the current study, wished to ascertain whether such trends
could also be transferred to memorability of L2 (second language) songs, making one mode more
useful for language learning than the other. In the following preliminary report, results will be

discussed and analyzed as a preliminary study based on a wider research.

[Keywords] music and culture, language learning, cognition, perception, memorability, gender,

preference, usefulness

The use of music to enhance learning and memory, and its connection to language learning has
been researched extensively. It is quite clear that music can be a powerful tool. But how to use
the tool most effectively is still being studied. The authors of this report wish to identify those
factors which Japanese college students deem most useful to improve language learning. In a
survey of twelve songs taken from J-Wave contemporary charts and administered to students, it
was noticed that one song, Live While We 're Young stood out as being popular with all students.
While another, Girl on Fire, was generally unpopular. In light of such discovery, we decided to
determine possible factors leading students to view one song favorably and another unfavorably,
especially in regards to perceived usefulness for language learning. We used a backward design
approach in which we analyzed several factors for emerging patterns. Then, we attempted to tie

our results in with previous studies in the same area.
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There are two main points to take into consideration when choosing a song for the language
classroom: the characteristics of the song itself; next, the background of the listener. Afterwards,
it is important to note the interconnection of these two points. To do this, Krashen’s input
hypothesis can be helpful. His concept of i+1 suggests input should be at a level slightly higher
than a student’s current one. If a song’s lyrical and musical attributes are too easy for students,
students will deem a song boring or impractical for language learning. On the other hand, if the
lyrics and music are too sophisticated for students, the song will challenge students beyond their
present capacity and they will likely become frustrated and give up. Thus, it would seem the
challenge for the instructor is to find songs that are a good fit, and that is the primary purpose of

our present study.

Literature Review

Krashen first introduced the monitor model theory in the seventies (Krashen, 1977), which in
essence is another name for i+1. However, Krashen soon afterward devised other theories
which can be linked in with songs and language learning, as well. The acquisition hypothesis,
where input must be meaningful, definitely applies to music (Krashen 1982). Also the active
filter hypothesis is relevant: music can be used to create a psychologically conducive

atmosphere for learning (Krashen 1982, Schoepp, 2001).

Tim Murphey asserts that current American pop music is relevant (1985). The emphasis here is
on the word “current” He claims “(a song) only has peak relevance when it is being repeatedly
played on radio stations and is being bought by our students” (ibid.). He further adds that current
music often represents circumstances our students find themselves in; thus, making it practical
for the language classroom. Therefore, one factor in choosing a song for language learning is

relevance. Now, let’s move onto musical taste.

Musical taste can be connected somewhat with gender. Many studies have confirmed this
(O’neill 1997, Colley 2008). In Colley’s study, she indicates men tend to prefer rock whereas
women lean towards pop. However, she showed a large variance in preferences suggesting that
many songs, regardless of genre, may appeal to both genders. Thus, gender alone is insufficient
in choosing a song. Busch, Lehmann-Wermser, Liermann (2009) note that gender preferences
develop at an early age and that the gender of the singer also impacts on likeability: boys

generally prefer male singers, whereas girls are more open.

Additional studies have shown that personality also impacts on musical preferences. Shwartz



and Fouts (2003) showed differences, as well as similarities, in personality traits among those
who preferred heavy music, light music, and those who had varied tastes. This might help us

identify which themes are most likely to appeal to widest range of students.

Another factor that affects song choice is whether the music has a tonal or modal melody. There
is some evidence that different types of melodies are memorized differently (Oura & Hatano
2004); Japanese students who are more familiar with contemporary tonal melodies found these
easier to remember than traditional modal melodies. Further, students could parse and memorize
tonal melodies easily; however, modal melodies were much more difficult to parse; even after
being taught how to parse, melodic memorization did not improve significantly. Consequently,
where our goal is to learn and remember this could be an important factor in song choice. Be that

as it may, this element is beyond the scope of this current paper.

Methodology

Twelve songs were randomly picked from J-Wave radio charts over the past year. J-Wave is
considered the number one foreign music trend-setting radio station in Japan. A wide variety of
songs were chosen to make our study more meaningful. Forty freshman English students at a
national university in Japan were requested to listen to all songs and rate them on several factors.
Both qualitative and quantitative data was recorded. After data was collected, it was factor
analyzed for keywords or themes to discover emerging patterns. As it would be too cumbersome
to analyze data from all forty students presently, six students were randomly selected for this
study. There was an even balance in personalities and language abilities, as well as a good mix of
gender: three girls, and three boys. Further, twelve songs would have been impossible to analyze
within the time constraints on putting this report together. Therefore, six songs were chosen to
encompass three categories: two melodic pop songs, two pop songs which relied heavily on
mood, and two pop/pseudo-punk/rock songs. From each of the above three categories, one song

featured male vocals, and the other was sung by a female.

Analysis

From here, we will present and analyze the data. Listed below is a table of data listed from the six
students randomly picked. As some of the data we collected was irrelevant and would have
complicated the analysis procedure, we decided just to focus on data pertinent to our study.
Further, instead using students actual names, female students are listed as F1, F2, F3, and male

students are listed as M1, M2, M3, respectively.



The Likert scale used for the quantitative questions in the study is as follows:

1

2

3

5

Not at all.

A little

Average

Much

Very Much

For organization and clarity, the sub-factors have been grouped into the following four

categories: affect/perception; ability/perception; cognition; usefulness for language study.

Motivation could be considered a fifth category, but as it overlaps other categories, it will be

included in the final discussion instead of being looked at as a distinct category.

From now, we will examine each song individually based on the four predetermined categories,

and their sub-factors.

Sheet3

Girl on fire:_Alicia Keys.

Cognition
Student | Stance Memaorabilty
4 3
M1 Sounds like ballad, but is
about empowerment. | like Lyrics stick in head
that stance.
4 4
F1 - The phrase "This gir is on
HopaiEiEnEEoy fire sticks in the head"
1 3
F2 - . . -
| don't know singer's feeling Only the chorus sficks
1 3
F3 | think everybady ives in'a The line "This girl is on fire"
lonely world, so | agree with 2
= sticks in my head
the singer.
4 2
M2 This is a love song. | can't . . .
) Mething sticks in my head.
P 2
M3 Easy to forget because of

View from the woman's side

even rhythm. No abrupt
changes.

60

Contemporary Pop (Tonal)
Usefulness
Usefulness Overall impression
Not useful 2

Too difficult for English Class

Singer is good, but lyrics and
armrangement are only s0-s0

Average

3

No comment

| like the voice of Alicia Keys

Not g0 useful

2

It is not suitable for English
classes

I'm not interested in this song

Not so useful

3

Meaning of words is a little
difficult for me

The meaning of the words is
difficult for me, but | thought it had
deep meaning

2

1

Easy words and expressions

I don't like this song, and it is not
useful to study in English class

3

2

There are a few difficult
words.

The rhythm was too even




Sheet3

Live While You are Young: One Direction. Techno-Pop

Cognition Usefulness
Student | Stance Memorabilty Usefulness Overall impression
5 5 3 ]
M1 " . .
Cheerful and positive Melody is strong Not too difficult, and not too Singer's stanz.:e and hyrics are
easy. excellent, | think.
4 4 3 4
F1 N t The line " wanna live while Some words are foo easy, I like th 4 of the si
0 commen we're young" sficks but same phrases is good. iie the sound of the singers
5 4 5 4
F2 | think same as song's Easy to remember The song is about young I_Ilstened_ En this song for the first
message very much people time but it's easy to remember
5 4 4 4
F3 Because | think young is only | "let's go crazy, crazy, til we We can leam English more This song gives ”,’e vigorous. |
b . . think | want to enjoy more young
now, not to continue see the sun when having fun_ now.
4 5 2 3
Mz . | like this song, but not useful| | like this song, but not useful to
That's how young people feel| Both lyrics and melody o study English study English
2 4 4 3
M3 When young, we should do
many things Catchy melody Many easy words Catchy
Sheet3
Skyfall: Adelle
Cognition Usefulness
Student | Stance Memorabilty Usefulness Overall impression
5 3 4 2
M1 This singer doesn't use exira Lyrics and melody are justa Easy to hear and the words Main part ha; good build up, and
exquisite expressions little memorable are not difficult back chorus is geod, foo. Not too
q P ) light, not deep. Good balance.
3 4 3 3
F No reason "You'll never have my heart" Mo reason The melody isn't bright.
1 4 4 4
F2 | don't understand well. Cherus part is impressive ! ﬂ?'m. we ean discuss the | want o discuss about the lyrics.
lyrics in class.
4 4 4 3
TTEM TEarTT ewW WOrts, BuT TaonT
F3 This seng gives me courage "Let the skyfall when it The ternpo. s slow, s0 . like thiz song’s melancholy music. |
when we confront difficuities | crumbles... at sky fall students wil be able to listen nt to listen t
¥ in English very well. wanmo Isten to more groovy
1 1 2 1
M2 | can't understand I don’ like this song. Mot L_Jseiul. T_hls song has | don't Ilkt_z, ne_m\ermelndy or
neothing special. words. | like simple songs.
1 2 1 2
M3 Don't understand It sounds too much ke Too abstract Main is chorus.

classical music.
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Every Teardrop is a Waterfall: Coldplay
Cognition Usefulness
Student Stance Memaorabilty Usefulness Overall impression
4 4 4 4
M1 clear Melody | think the song iz easy fo | like the beautiful lyrics of the
hear. song.
2 3 2 3
1 No comment "you can hurt, hurt me bad™ No reason young now.
3 1 4 3
F2 Mo comment Easy to forget. Suitable for listening training Not bad, but | don't like so much.
5 2 3 3
F3 | feel he prayed for s, & waterfall This song repeats same This song isn't groovy, but | like the
everybody's happiness. phrase. meaning of the words.
4 4 4 4
M2 . . What does "every teardropis . .
Expressive Lyrics a waterfall?" mean? Both lyric and melody is good.
3 3 2 3
M3 | can't catch the meaning. Sounds of the guitars Lyrics is beautiful but difficult. | Even rhythm
Sheet3
What the Hell: Avril Lavigne
Cognition Usefulness
Student Stance Memorabilty Usefulness Overall impression
5 3 3 2
M1 o Iuke_mt_ame, but vy, & 4 | think this song has many | like the mood of this song, but
cheerful singing makes a Melody is stronger than lyrics. zo
useful idioms hate the theme
good mood.
4 3 2 2
F1 "If you love me, If you hate Discimenn conlont Woros
No comment X Sl 2 are too easy. Theme is 1 like only the mood of this song.
me, you can't save me' & =
interesting.
4 5 4 5
i Her age is close fo us. I can sing. | studied this song in my high | | 0 e sang.
school class.
2 5 5 3
P Because the melody of this song is very
F3 She should be more devoted | "All of my life, I've been good, ;&:::‘T::Lli;;:;ytgsegmr good, it sticks in my head very much_ | ke
to love. but now what the hell. : E OOy this song very much. This song is very
songs like this one. groovy. | want to go to CD rental shop!!
2 3 2 2
M2 She is selfish I like this melody. This song is not useful to | like this song, but | can't study the
study. West
2 3 2 4
M3 A little scary. She seems "All my life, 've been good,

crazy.

but now what the hell
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| think the lyric is not good.

Good melody




Sheet3
Stray Heart: Greenday

Cognition Usefulness
Student Stance Memorabilty Usefulness Overall impression
5 4 4 4
The singer's stance is very
M1 much in the singer's mood. Lyrics | think this song is easy to | like pop. And | think kyrics and
The lyrics express honest ym hear, so useful. singer's attitude match.
feeling.
4 3 3
F No reason klﬂllgl‘:)o‘ld your hand and never Mo reason | like the sound of the music.
Fl 4 3 3
F2 | understand, but not - - . . . . .
int ted in. Melody is good. Theme iz not interesting. It is good for listening
4 3 F 4
F3 Because | think unrequitted There iz not many new words | iike unrequitted love songs. | feel

"Everything that| need" that he loves her. I'm filled with
heartening somow.

2 3 2 2

love is splendid. in this song.

- . _
M2 | can't understand. Melody is stronger. | can't | can't understand the lyrics. Ilike low voice, but | can't relate to
catch lyrics. Iyrics.
2 1 4 F
M3 He says | want from you". Doesn't stick. These are mostly words we Even rhythm
He is imprudent. know.

Data analysis

Looking at the cognitive and usefulness data, we notice that one song in particular, Live While
We’re Young, scored highly for all students. Another, Every Teardrop is a Waterfall, also was
generally liked, whereas Girl on Fire was disliked by all. The other songs showed a greater
variance in overall impression. It was also noted that if a song was disliked by a student it also
scored low on memorability and usefulness. Conversely, just as the overall impression was

strongly favorable, so was the memorability and perceived usefulness.

Considering the ability perspective component, we notice that vocabulary ability is not overly
strong for any of the songs, and while song clarity is important, it does not guarantee
understanding. Furthermore, tempo does not appear to have a major impact on vocabulary.

Sing-ability was quite variable and didn't necessarily translate to memorability, as the most
popular song, Live While We’re Young, ranked high on the memorability scale while scoring low

on the sing-ability scale.

Looking more closely at the most popular song, Live While We're Young, we can see that it
scored particularly high in the cognitive, usefulness, and affect/ perception categories, while not
so high in the ability perception category. Stance, interest, and mood were all rated highly, yet
sing-ability and vocabulary were not. The second most memorable song, Every Teardrop is a

Waterfall, showed similar results. The least popular song, Girl on Fire, scored poorly in every



category.

Lastly looking at the affect perception data we can see that mood and interest also show some
interesting results. Interest generally links to ability and usefulness while mood, can either be
light or dark, yet still create interest. However a song with a darker mood was more likely to have

a lower interest score.

Another interesting point that comes out from the data is that the three female singers were
disliked by the male subjects, while the female subjects didn't seem to show such prejudice

toward the male singers.

Conclusions and suggestions for further research

Although this study was limited in sample size, there appears to be some useful information that
requires further study. Where our goal is to help choose the best song to help our students learn,
we would want to consider several factors. One thing we notice is that the male vocalists seems
to have a wider appeal than do female artists. Likewise the subject of the music, as stated by
Murphey, must be relevant to our students. This is witnessed with such statement “I think same
as song's message very much (sic)” or “That's how young people feel” for the most popular song.
Or comments like “This is a love song, I can't relate” and “I don't know singer's feeling (sic)” for

the unpopular songs.

Another interesting point is that the ability perspective category did not seem to strongly affect
the perceived usefulness and memorability of a song. The sub categories of vocabulary, clarity,
tempo, rhythm, and sing-ability all would seem important for memorability and usefulness.
Perhaps this is an indication that a wide variance is acceptable in these categories, with only
those songs at the extreme being excluded from usefulness. It is also likely to be affected by the
level of the student. However, there appears to be a wide range within which to choose a song,
depending on student’s needs. Thus, more than a one-size-fits-all formula, choosing songs that
fit the levels and interests of the learners would probably work best, giving us a great

opportunity for teaching vocabulary, pronunciation and listening.

While we have gotten some idea of what kind of songs are useful for English study, there is more
research to be done. Our sample size was too small to be conclusive, so a larger study is
warranted. Furthermore, our study could have included a more extensive analysis. Therefore, we

recommend further studies in this area in the future.
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1.Soalan: Apakah yang ditegaskan oleh penulis?Pilih satu jawapan yang paling tepat.

Mengapa kita belajar bahasa Inggeris atau lain-lain bahasa asing? Pada pendapat saya
bahasa adalah alat komunikasi. Oleh itu, pembelajaran bahasa asing bertujuan untuk
berkomunikasi dengan orang yang berlainan bahasa ibunda. Asas komunikasi adalah dengan
orang yang berada di hadapan kita. Kebiasaannya komunikasi berlaku melalui suara. Dengan
kata lain, kemahiran yang sepatutnya dipelajari di sekolah adalah kemahiran [mendengar] dan
[bertutur]. Setelah menguasai kemahiran [mendengar] dan [bertutur], bagi mereka yang ingin
mempelajari budaya negara lain dengan lebih mendalam, maka bolehlah berlatih kemahiran
[membaca] dan [menulis] dalam bahasa asing di peringkat pengajian tinggi.

Bagi komunikasi tanpa batasan masa dan ruang, bahasa penulisan tetap diperlukan.
Walaubagaimanapun, dunia telah berada di zaman IT dengan kemunculan pelbagai program
terjemahan bahasa asing kepada bahasa ibunda. Justeru, adakah latihan kemahiran membaca

dan menulis pada peringkat awal dan menengah masih relevan?

1. Kemahiran [mendengar], [bertutur], [membaca] dan [menulis] harus dipelajari
secara seimbang.

2. Tidak perlu belajar bahasa asing kerana program terjemahan telah dihasilkan.

3. Bahasa fonetik (suara) diperlukan untuk komunikasi secara berhadapan.

4. Semua orang perlu belajar kemahiran [mendengar] dan [bertutur], tetapi kemahiran

[membaca] dan [menulis] hanya pada individu yang memerlukannya sahaja.
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